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                                                            Chelsea, Massachusetts, December 18, 2006

A Regular meeting of the Chelsea City Council was held.  On Roll Call the following members were present:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  President Nowicki presided over the meeting.  The meeting opened at 7:00 P.M.

Memoriums and celebratory resolutions:

The following resolution was introduced by Councillor Brown and all Members of the Chelsea City Council.  A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt under suspension was adopted.

                                                  RESOLUTION

Whereas,
Carlos Carrasquillo, Jr. graduated from Chelsea High School in 2004 and 

                        joined the United States Marine Corp; and

Whereas,
Carlos Carrasquillo, Jr. assigned to the 21st Battalion 25th Marine Corp 

                        Bravo Company out of New Hampshire was wounded by fragments from 

                        a rocket explosion while stationed in Iraq; and

Whereas,
because of his injury, Carlos was flown to Germany for medical care and 

                        then returned home; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
we, the members of the Chelsea City Council and the citizens of Chelsea 

                        wish to express to you Carlos Carrasquillo, Jr. our appreciation for your 

                        service to our Country and to all the Members of the Armed Forces.                 

                        Thank You.

At the request of Councillor Troisi under suspension, two communications from the City Manager pertaining to re-appointments were now before the Council to be acted upon.

The following communication was read from City Manager Jay Ash.  A motion from Councillor Nowicki to adopt the re-appointment of Stephen Roche of 7 Hooper Street to the Chelsea Housing Authority Board of Commissioners was adopted 11-0-0-0.  Voting for Mr. Roche were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda. 

The Honorable City Council

City Hall

Chelsea, MA 02150

Dear Honorable Council:

I am pleased to forward the name of Stephen Roche of 7 Hooper Street to the Chelsea City Council for your consideration for re-appointment as a member of the Chelsea Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.

As you know, by state law, one member of the CHA Board must be a representative of labor.  Stephen currently serves as the labor representative and, by all accounts, has been a significant contributor to the Board.  His re-appointment comes with the endorsement of George Cashman, President of Teamsters Local 25.  Confident that Stephen will continue to provide leadership on the Board I hope you will confirm his re-appointment forthwith.

Should you have any questions, regarding this appointment request, please do not hesitate to contact me.  As always, thank you for your consideration and action.

Very truly yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager

The following communication was read from City Manager Jay Ash.  A motion from Councillor Nowicki to adopt the re-appointment of Robert McWatters to the Chelsea Housing Authority passed on a roll call vote of 11-0-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.

The Honorable City Council

City Hall

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150

Dear Honorable Council:

It is my great pleasure to recommend your approval of Mr. Robert McWatters to serve another term on the Chelsea Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.

Mr. McWatters remains a resident of the CHA living at 260 Clark Avenue.  This is an important consideration as the Board of Commissioners should have a resident of a federal housing development as a member, a role he fulfills.  Fortunately, Bob’s candidacy for re-appointment offers much more.  In addition to outstanding service as a public servant over a distinguished career, Bob has made a substantial commitment to the betterment of his residence during his tenure as a Chelsea Housing Authority Commissioner.

Bob is a veteran who continues to give of himself so that others may enjoy a better quality of life.  I am convinced that Bob will continue to uphold a very high standard we have for the advancement of our housing authority, and as such will continue to be a terrific representative of our collective interest.  I therefore hope you will confirm his re-appointment.  Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager

Public Speaking:

The public speaking portion of the meeting opened at 7:20 P.M.

The following came forward to speak:

Jim Dwyer, 62 Highland Street, commended Aileen Robblee Administrative Assistant to the Chelsea City Council for all the work that she does and wished her well on her anticipated retirement.

Henry Lea, 105 Franklin Avenue, spoke on various subjects, taxes and pay raises.

The public hearing closed at 7:30 P.M.
The minutes of the City Council meeting dated December 4, 2006 were approved at the request of Councillor MeKonnen under suspension.

Communications from City Manager:

A late communication was received from City Manager Jay Ash.  There were no objections to have the late communication read.  A motion from Councillor Bongiovanni approved the communication under suspension.

The Honorable Chelsea City Council

City Hall

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150

Dear Honorable Council:
It is with great pleasure that I write to inform you of another exciting aspect of the Parkway Plaza redevelopment that holds additional promise of the numerous benefits that project will have for its residents throughout the city.       

As a result of negotiations that the Council helped to make possible and the community, particularly the Chelsea Green Space and Recreational Committee, helped to advance, nearly an acre of land in Parkway Plaza is being donated to establish a new park in the city.  The donation is being made by the John M. Corcoran Company, which will soon break ground on a 234-unit residential project that will complete the residential edge of Parkway Plaza on Gillooly Road.  The donation is being made in cooperation with the current owners and developers of Parkway Plaza, the Glynn Companies and Eastern Development.

The acre park is in addition to other public benefits secured as part of the overall redevelopment of Parkway Plaza., including the Home Depot project.  Those additional benefits include a creekside walkway, offsite improvements to our Little League field, and a provision for affordable housing as part of the Corcoran development.  In addition to the redevelopment you have already seen and the Corcoran development, there will be an additional phase of retailing at the former theatre and Burger King sites.

Corcoran will soon acquire the property for its development, and wishes to deed us the land we would build a park upon.  We are working with Greenspace on the park development, including securing funding. Subsequently, Corcoran will maintain the landscaping and typical park structures.  The park land will have a permanent use restriction limiting its use to park land forever.  In particular, I would like to recognize Councillor Rosanne Bongiovanni for her tireless work on this matter.

I hereby request Council authorization to accept the park land as a gift.

Very truly yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager

Communications and petitions to the Council.   

A copy of a communication was received from Robert H. Bishop City Clerk/Parking Clerk submitting the Traffic and Parking Commission agenda items from the November 28, 2006 meeting for the City Council approval.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to accept and file was adopted under suspension.
A copy of a communication was received from Theresa Czerepica addressed to City Solicitor Cheryl Watson regarding another request for information from Emergency Management.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to have it read and accept and file was adopted under suspension.

A copy of a communication was received from Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission concerning Required Fiscal Year 2008 Appropriation.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

A copy of the Neighbors Against Blight Crime Watch Report dated December 2, 2006 was received.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

New Business:

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Bongiovanni.  A motion from Councillor Bongiovanni to adopt by roll call passed 11-0-0-0.  Voting yes were: Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.
WHEREAS,  it is the desire of the City of Chelsea City Council to create more open recreational space for the residents of Chelsea;

WHEREAS,  the developers of the new residential project at the Parkway Plaza desire to donate to the City approximately 40,600 square feet as a park and has agreed to maintain the cost and keep it open to the public;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED  that pursuant to Section 3-5 of the City of Chelsea Ordinances, and pursuant to Chapter 44 § 53A of the Massachusetts General Laws, the City Council hereby accepts a parcel of land to be used as a public park from Parkway Plaza Venture II, LLC; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED  that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute any and all documents for the acceptance of this gift, the conveyance of the property and for the maintenance of the public park.

The following Order was introduced by Councilors Nowicki and Avellaneda.  A motion from Councillor Robinson for roll call passed 8-3-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Barton, Troisi, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  Voting no were:  Councilors Brown, MeKonnen and Morgese.

ORDERED,
that the polling places for the City of Chelsea commencing January 1, 2007 will be as follows:

Ward Three Precinct One and Ward Three Precinct Two,
Ward Four Precinct One and Ward Four Precinct Four  
Saint Rose School 
580 Broadway

Ward One Precinct One and Ward One Precinct Two
Ward One Precinct Three and Ward One Precinct Four
 Ward Two Precinct Two and Ward Two Precinct Four
 Ward Two Precinct One and Ward Two Precinct Three 
 Ward Three Precinct Three and Ward Three Precinct Four 
Williams School 
Arlington Street Entrance

Ward Four Precinct Two and Ward Four Precinct Three
Public Safety Building
Sagamore Avenue and Cheever Street

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Avellaneda.  Councillor Avellaneda requested a roll call for adoption.  Councillor Barton moved an amendment to read 3 Councilors and 2 from the General Public.  Councillor Avellaneda moved roll call on the amendment.  The amendment was defeated 1-10-0-0.  Voting yes was Councillor Barton. Voting no were:  Councilors Brown, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.

ORDERED,
Pursuant to Rule #6 of the City Council Rules that a Special Sub-

                        Committee be appointed by the President with approval by the City 

                        Council, to review the salaries and benefits of the City Council members, 

                        and be it further

ORDERED,
that the Special Sub-Committee report back its findings and 

                        recommendation to the full City Council by no later than February 

                        12, 2007; and, be it further
ORDERED,
that the Committee be made up of no more than five people. 

Order introduced by Councillor Avellaneda.  A motion from Councillor Avellaneda to Lay on Table was adopted under suspension.

WHEREAS,  the Chelsea City Council pursuant to Section 2-10 of the City of Chelsea Charter in 1999 established the current salary for its members; and

WHEREAS,  pursuant to Section 2-10 this City Council must amend the Compensation Ordinance in order to increase member salaries.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Chelsea; as follows:
An Amendment to Chapter 3 of the Chelsea Code of Ordinances regulating Finance that the General Code of the City of Chelsea is hereby further amended by revising Section 3-109 (a) to be as follows:

(a) Effective upon the City Council term commencing January of the year Two Thousand and Eight (2008), members of the City Council shall receive an annual salary of

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Avellaneda.  A motion from Councillor Avellaneda to adopt under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to place waste barrels on Broadway between Everett Avenue and Williams Street.

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Morgese.  A motion from Councillor Morgese to adopt the order under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to fill the pothole around the manhole cover at the intersection of Williams Street and Commandants Way.

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Brown.  A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt the order under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to repair the broken glass on the decorative street lights in the area in front of 150 Washington Avenue near the intersection of Bloomingdale Street.

The following Order was introduced by Councilors Morgese, MeKonnen and Brown.

A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to instruct the property owner of the Market Del Sol at 60 Addison Street (at the intersection of Addison Street and Spruce Street) to remove the graffiti that completely covers the night shades over store windows.  This graffiti is only visible at night when the store is closed and the night shades are down, and has been present for years. The graffiti is the source of many resident complaints as it is an eyesore and it must be removed forthwith.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G. Casino

Clerk of the Chelsea City Council  

