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                                             Chelsea, Massachusetts, December 4, 2006

A Regular meeting of the Chelsea City Council was held.  On Roll Call the following Councilors were present:  Councilors Brown, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councillor Avellaneda was absent. Councillor Barton arrived at 7:05 P.M.  President Nowicki presided over the meeting. The meeting opened at 7:00 P.M.

Memoriums and celebratory resolutions.

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor MeKonnen.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to adopt under suspension was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Whereas,
Reverend Tsehai Birhanu is the head of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido 
                       
Debre Selam Saint Michael Church located in Boston, Massachusetts; and

Whereas,
Reverend Tsehai Birhanu is a post graduate in theology from Princeton 
                        Theological Seminary, MA Degree in Theology, Leningrad Theological 
                        Academy, Russia; and

Whereas,
Reverend Tsehai Birhanu experience includes Administrator of Arsi, 
                       Archdiocese, Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Arsi, Ethiopia; and

Whereas,
there are some 15 to 20 thousand members of the Ethiopian Community 
                        united spiritually and physically together because of Reverend Tsehai 
                        Birhanu’s ability to comfort them and lead in their time of need; now, 
                        therefore, be it

Resolved,
that the members of the Chelsea City Council extend to you Reverend 
                       
Tsehai Birhanu our appreciation for your dedicated and professional 
                        service you provide all the members of your faith.

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Robinson and all Members of the Chelsea City Council.  A motion from Councillor Robinson to adopt under suspension was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Whereas,
on May 5, 2007 in the Basilica Cathedral in the City of Grodno, Belarus, a 
                        Memorial Concert for the late Pope John Paul II will be held; and
Whereas,
on May 19, 2007 a second program will be held in the City of Vilnius, 
                        Lithuania in honor of Pope John Paul II; and

Whereas,
both concerts will perform works by Jan Milun, Director of the Stanislaw 
                        Moniuszko Musical Society with composers from Belarus, Lithuania, 
                        Poland, Russia and the United States; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
that on behalf of the citizens of Chelsea, we, the members of the Chelsea 
                        City Council extend to you Jan Milun and all the members of the 
                        Moniuszko Society our best wishes for a successful event and our 
                        congratulations for all of the successful events you have participated in 
                        thus far.

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Nowicki and all Members of the City Council.  A motion from Councillor Nowicki to adopt under suspension was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Whereas,
Lewis H. Latimer Society continues to play a significant role in presenting 

history and cultural celebrations and programming to the community and 


beyond; and

Whereas,
Boston History and Innovation Collaborative, Bob Krim, Executive 
                        Director and Ron and Leo Robinson and their Lewis Latimer Society have 
                        worked together over the past seven years on various projects; and

Whereas,
Lewis H. Latimer has been a great resource on behalf of Lewis H. 



Latimer, along with connecting Lewis H. Latimer and Alexander Graham 


Bell location where the drawings for the telephone was developed, has 


become part of the Innovation Odyssey Trail, along with being highlighted 

in Innovation Boston, Shaping The Future From Our Past; Four Amazing 
                        Centuries of Innovation; and

Whereas,
Latimer Society has provided Lewis H. Latimer Society background 
                        information for TV Fox 25 for a promo on Lewis H. Latimer during 
                        Black History Month; and

Whereas,
on November 14, 2006 the Boston History and Innovation Collaborative 
                        dinner at the Four Seasons Hotel which Ron and Leo Robinson were 
                        recognized for their work on bringing Lewis H. Latimer to the public 
                        attention; and

Whereas,
Dr. Winifred Latimer Norman was present to accept the Unsung Hero 
                        Award on behalf of her grandfather and the Society; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
that on behalf of the citizens of Chelsea, we, the members of the City 
                        Council wish to go on record so as to recognize the work and devotion of 
                        Leo and Ron Robinson for all their hard work and efforts in bringing to 
                        “light” the accomplishments of Lewis H. Latimer.

Public Speaking:

The public speaking portion of the meeting opened at 7:35 P.M.

The following came forward to speak:
Brian Kravisky, 240 Maple Street, spoke on sale of his property by the City.

Dennis McGurk, Gloucester MA, spoke about the sale of his property by eminent domain.

Arthur Richards, 21 Jefferson Avenue, spoke on the City Manager’s contract.

The public speaking portion of the meeting closed at 7:47 P.M.

The minutes of the City Council meeting dated November 20, 2006 were approved under suspension at the request of Councillor Hatleberg.

Communications from City Manager:
A late communication was received from City Manager Jay Ash.  City Council President Nowicki asked if there were any objections to the late communication.  There were none. A motion from Councillor Hatleberg to accept and file was adopted under suspension. 

Honorable Chelsea City Council

Chelsea City Hall

500 Broadway

Chelsea, MA 02150

Re:
Acceptance of Gifts of the Council:

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the Council:

The City has recently received a tree as a gift, and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws and the City of Chelsea’s Ordinances, the City Council must formally accept this gift.

Anthony and Linda DiCologero of 30 Aberdeen Avenue, Peabody, MA donated the tree in memory of their grandparents Robert J. and Eleanor Martin.  Mr. Martin was a Chelsea Firefighter for 35 years.  The tree will be used for the City’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting celebration.

I would appreciate it if the Council would take action and approve the acceptance of this gift.

Very truly yours,
Jay Ash, City Manager

Communications and petitions to the Council.

A copy of a communication was received from Massachusetts Department of Revenue regarding Notification of Certification.  A motion from Councillor Brown to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

A copy of a late communication was received from the Chelsea Board of Registars. President Nowicki asked if there were any objections if it was read and there were no objections.  The communication recommended changes to the voting places for all the elections.  Councillor Troisi moved to accept and file the communication under suspension.  An order will be presented at the next regular meeting with regards to the proposed changes.
Second Readings:

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Vega-Torres and read for the second time.  A motion from Councillor Vega-Torres to Lay on Table was adopted under suspension.              

RESOLUTION
Whereas, 
Boston Hides & Furs Limited, the Chelsea Board of Health and the Citizens of Chelsea entered into a Consent Order on February 21, 2006; and

Whereas,
The Consent Order required Boston Hides & Furs Limited to abate nuisance orders and other nuisance conditions at and in the vicinity of its facility within 90 days; and

Whereas,
Although Boston Hides & Furs Limited has taken steps to reduce the odor conditions and improve the housekeeping at and in the vicinity of the Facility, offensive odors from the Boston Hides & Furs Limited continue to occur several days per week.  In addition, Boston Hides & Furs have also on several occasions moved hides outdoors and parked trailers used to transport hides with open doors adjacent to the Facility and the Citizens have experienced a high occurrence of flies in the neighborhood; and

Whereas,
These nuisance conditions have affected the Citizens living in the immediate vicinity of the Boston Hides & Furs facility, forcing them to keep their windows closed, restricted their children from playing outside and periodically preventing them from having barbeques or other outdoor events at their homes; and

Whereas,
The Citizens have made numerous attempts to contact Board of Health Department and the Inspectional Services Department to make complaints and the response time by these departments have not been timely; and  

Whereas, 
The Citizens have attended numerous Board of Health meetings and stated their complaints in person, shown records of violations being made and have requested a better system be in place by the Board of Health and Inspectional Services with respect to addressing these complaints; and

Whereas, 
The Citizens of Chelsea have been patient in waiting for these problems to be resolved and have been willing to grant Boston Hides & Furs more time than was provided under the Consent Order to achieve full compliance.  Furthermore, the 90 days under the consent agreement have expired and no fines have been imposed to Boston Hides & Furs by the Board of Health; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
The Citizens of Chelsea are no longer willing to tolerate these nuisance order conditions and other violations made by the Consent Order and now request that the Board of Health and Inspectional Services respond more promptly to citizens complaints and act proactively to conduct weekly unannounced inspections to the Boston Hides & Furs facility to ensure compliance with the Consent Order and in the case of incompliance, that the Board of Health Department enforce the stipulated penalties as laid out in said Consent Order.

The following Resolve was introduced by Councilors Troisi, Robinson and Hatleberg. Councillor Troisi moved to adopt by roll call.  The roll call passed 10-0-1.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councillor Avellaneda was absent.
WHEREAS,  On October 16, 2006 the City Council voted to reappoint Jay Ash City Manager and ordered the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts to negotiate a new employment agreement; and
WHEREAS,  the City Council’s Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts has negotiated and offered Jay Ash a contract for the services of City Manager; and

WHEREAS,  Jay Ash has accepted the terms offered by the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Chelsea approves the terms and conditions of negotiated employment agreement effective July 1, 2007 between the City of Chelsea and Jay Ash.

The following Order was introduced by Councillor Troisi Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to adopt by roll call passed 10-0-1-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councillor Avellaneda was absent.

Be It Hereby ORDERED by the City of Chelsea City Council, as follows:

That the City appropriations and assessments in the General Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 are to be financed in part by the Certified Free Cash of the City of Chelsea in the amount of $2,324,534. 

New Business:

The following Order was introduced by Councilors Nowicki and Hatleberg.  A motion from Councillor Hatleberg to adopt by roll call passed 10-0-1-0.  Voting yes were: Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councillor Avellaneda was absent.

Be It ORDERED by the City of Chelsea as follows:
Pursuant to Section 3-5 of the City of Chelsea Ordinances, and pursuant to Chapter 44 § 53A of the Massachusetts General Laws, the City Council hereby accepts a gift from Anthony and Linda DiCologero to the City of Chelsea.

The following Orders/Resolves were introduced and adopted under suspension:

Order introduced by Councillor Vega-Torres.

ORDERED,   that a Sub-Committee on Conference meeting be held with the Inspectional Services Department and the Board of Health to discuss procedures to responding to responding to complaints from residents concerning Boston Hides & Furs Limited.

Resolve introduced by Councilors Robinson, Nowicki, Troisi, Bongiovanni, MeKonnen, Barton, Hatleberg, Brown, Vega-Torres and Morgese.

                                                         RESOLUTION

Whereas,  
Chelsea’s boards and commissions are vital to the progress and proper 


functioning of the City of Chelsea; and

Whereas,  
the people who serve on Chelsea’s boards and commissions work long and 

hard to carry out the duties of their positions; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,  
the Chelsea City Council wishes to take a moment to express its gratitude 


to board and commission members.  We rely on your hard work, and we 


appreciate it. Thank you for the work that you do!

Resolve introduced by Councillor Brown:

RESOLVED,  
that the Chelsea City Council wish to extend our appreciation and would like to thank the members of Centro Latino and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church for their goodwill they show each and every year while hosting their annual Thanksgiving Dinner.

Order introduced by Councillor Barton.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to contact the property owner of 7 Griffith Way to remove the trash at the left rear of the building.

Order introduced by Councillor Barton.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Service to contact the property owner of 90 Central Avenue and 118 Maverick Street to remove the graffiti from their property.

Order introduced by Councillor Barton.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to have the following potholes filled:
1) On Maverick Street at the corner of Highland Street, in front of number 130 and 
number 164.

2) On Library Street at the corner of Highland Street in front of number 48 and the 




parking lot for number 96.

3) On Broadway in front of the Public Library.

4) On Highland Street across from numbers 74 and 75.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G. Casino

Clerk to the Chelsea City Council.    
