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                                                              Chelsea, Massachusetts, November 6, 2006

A Regular meeting of the Chelsea City Council was held.  On Roll Call the following Councilors were present:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councilors MeKonnen and Avellaneda were absent.  President Nowicki presided over the meeting.  The meeting opened at 7:00 P.M.

Council President Nowicki requested a moment of silence for the passing of Councillor MeKonnen’s father Maru MeKonnen.  

The public speaking portion opened at 7:02 P.M.

The following came forward to speak:
Frank Ordonyez, Chelsea High School, spoke about not being able to take the SAT’s. 

Henry Lea, 105 Franklin Avenue, spoke about the tax rate in Chelsea.

The public speaking portion closed at 7:10 P.M.

Communications from City Manager:

The following communication was received late from City Manager Jay Ash.  Councillor Robinson moved to have it read under suspension.  After it was read Councillor Troisi requested to be recused from any vote.  Councillor Morgese then moved to accept and file the communication.

The Honorable City Council

City Hall

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150

Ladies and Gentlemen of the City Council:
As you know, there is a proposal before the City from the Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home to construct a new facility at the base of Admirals Hill.  Two city-owned parcels are adjacent to the CJNH site.  Neither parcel has any other development potential.  Thus, the City and CJNH have discussed the latter’s acquisition of the parcels to better layout the new nursing home project.  I write to request your authorization to dispose of these two parcels.

Specifically, the City owns 202 Williams Street, which is a 3,603 square foot parcel, known on our GIS Mapping as Map 27 Lot 30, and the abutting lot, which includes a part of Commandants Way and is in total 5,836 square foot, known on our GIS Mapping system as Map 27 Lot 31.  The Planning Department has confirmed that the lots are vacant and part of Lot 31 will need to be retained as a public way.  The total surplus square footage would be approximately 6,500 square feet.  Even with the combined total square feet these lots, which are in an Industrial District, do not meet the minimum lot size in order to be buildable unless combined with abutting lots.  The minimum lot size must be an acre in that district.

The Administration has already completed its disposition process and both parcels are considered surplus to the Procurement Officer.

If you recall the City may set restrictions on the reuse of the parcels.  In addition to retaining the ownership the necessary public way, the City will likely negotiate maintenance issues and perhaps an enhancement of the entranceway into Admirals Hill from Williams Street.

I would therefore, request Council approval of an order allowing the City to dispose of the properties.  Thank you for working with me again and helping to reach our goal of making our neighborhoods more livable.

Very truly yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager

Communications and petitions to the Council:
A copy of a communication as received from Superintendent of Schools Thomas S. Kingston addressed to Clerk of the City Council Paul Casino requesting copies from the Council Delegate to the School Committee of any information pertaining to the power plant.  A motion from Councillor Vega-Torres to accept and file was adopted under suspension. 
Committee Reports:

A copy of a Sub-Committee report from Councillor Troisi Chairman of the Committee on Finance and Accounts was received.  The report covered the Sub-Committee meeting held on November 1, 2006 with regards to the City Manager’s Contract.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

Second Readings:
The following Order was introduced by Councillor Troisi Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts and read for the second time.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to adopt by roll call passed 9-0-2-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson and Hatleberg.  Councilors MeKonnen and Avellaneda were absent.
Be It Hereby ORDERED by the City of Chelsea City Council, as follows:

That the amount of $33,672.08 be appropriated from Fund #4608-Receipts Reserved for Appropriation-Insurance Proceeds Greater than Twenty Thousand Dollars Fund to Account #55047099-583100-Emergency Repairs to Police Station air conditioning.

New Business:

The following order was introduced by Councillor Bongiovanni.  A motion from Councillor Bongiovanni to adopt under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that a Sub-Committee on Conference meeting be held jointly with the Chelsea School Committee, Superintendent of Schools and Chelsea High School Principal in regards to students allegedly being dissuaded by guidance Councilors from taking the SAT’s.
The following order was introduced by Councillor Brown.  A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt under suspension was adopted.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Chief of Police to look into a homeless man trespassing in the old Tudor Garage site.

The following order was introduced by Councillor Brown.  A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt under suspension was adopted.

ORERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to contact the owners of Market delSol located at 260 Spruce Street to remove the graffiti from their door.

The following order was introduced by Councillor Morgese.  Councillor Morgese moved the order to a second reading under suspension.

Whereas,  by Section 3 of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, as amended, it provides that the Chelsea City Council may dispose and convey real property; and

Whereas,  the City Administration has researched, determined and recommends that two parcels located on the corner of Williams and Commandants Way are not utilized by the City and is surplus property and that disposition is appropriate.

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of and in pursuance of the authority conferred by said Chapters of the General Laws and by every other power and authority it thereto enabling., the City of Chelsea, by its City Council, does hereby authorizes the City Manager to dispose of 202 Williams Street, which is known as Map 27 Lot 31 and also the part of the parcel known as May 27 Lot 31 which is not used as the public way, Chelsea, Massachusetts.  Thereby ordering that said parcel Map 27 Lot 30 and said parcel Map 27 Lot 31 are surplus property.    

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute any and all documents in connection with the disposition of this property, including, but not limited to, a Purchase and Sale Agreement, Deed, and Land Disposition Agreement. Moreover, the City Manager is further authorized to place appropriate and/or necessary restrictions on the disposition of said property to the City of Chelsea’s Code of Ordinances.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G. Casino

Clerk of the Chelsea City Council 
