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                                                              Chelsea, Massachusetts, October 30, 2006                                                

A Regular meeting of the Chelsea City Council was held. 
On Roll Call the following Councilors were present:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  Councillor Nowicki presided over the meeting.  The meeting opened at 7:00 P.M.

A public hearing was held to discuss the proposed amendment to the City of Chelsea Zoning Ordinance.  To allow nursing and convalescent homes by right in the Naval Hospital Residential District and to delete the off-street parking exemption in Section 5.1.8.1.

The Public Hearing opened at 7:00 P.M.

The following came forward to speak: 

Jack Frasier, 100 Commandants Way, spoke in favor.

Joel Mazur, 370 Broadway, spoke in favor.

Kevin Kelliher, 21 Captains Row, spoke in favor.
Henry Lea, 105 Franklin Avenue, stated that parking was scarce in Chelsea.

The Public Hearing closed at 7:10 P.M

Memoriums and Celebratory Resolutions: 
The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Brown and Councillor Robinson. A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt the resolution under suspension was adopted.

RESOLUTION
Whereas,
Shirley Thompson will be celebrating her 70th birthday on Saturday the 

                        28th of October at the Merritt Club of Chelsea with her family and friends; 

                        and

Whereas,
Shirley Thompson is a life long resident of Chelsea and raised her five 

                        children in Chelsea; and

Whereas,
Shirley is very proud of Cheryl M.D., Charlene, William, John and Mark; 

                        and

Whereas,
Shirley Thompson worked for the Chelsea School Department for many 

                        devoted years, now, therefore, be it

Resolve,
that on behalf of the citizens of Chelsea, we, the members of the Chelsea 

                        City Council wish to go on record to wish you a happy birthday and may 

                        you have many more.

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Robinson and all Members of the Chelsea City Council.  A motion from Councillor Robinson to adopt under suspension was adopted.
                                        RESOLUTION

 Whereas,
the Choice Thru Education, Upward Bound Program was founded in 1965 
                        by Community Action Programs Inter-City, Inc. the Chelsea anti-poverty 
                        agency; and

Whereas,
the Choice Thru Education organization located at 140 Pearl Street in 
                       Chelsea offers Upward Bound Programs, Massachusetts Education 
                       Opportunity Programs, Pregnant and Parenting Teen Programs, English as 
                        a second language and GED services, youth tutoring and mentoring 
                        programs on site at Choice; and

Whereas,
for over 40 years of excellence and serving over 3,000 young people to 
                        achieve the completion of their high school education; and

Whereas,
these programs enable the agency to run a six week residential program at 

                        a college during the summer with classes ranging from remediation, 

                        enrichment and enhancement; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
that the Chelsea City Council on behalf of the citizens of Chelsea 

                        congratulate you on your many accomplishments and for your 40 years of 

                        devotion to those in need.

The public speaking portion of the meeting opened at 7:20 P.M.

The following came forward to speak:

Jamie Santos, 14 Bloomingdale Street, spoke about the room at the stadium when filming the High School football games.

Henry Lea, 105 Franklin Avenue, spoke about Wood Waste Recycling.
The speaking portion closed at 7:30 P.M.

The minutes of the City Council meeting dated October 16, 2006 were approved on a motion by Councillor Robinson to adopt under suspension.

Communications from City Manager:
The following communication was read from City Manager Jay Ash.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

Honorable Chelsea City Council

Chelsea City Hall

500 Broadway

Chelsea, MA 02150

Dear Honorable Council:
On May 19, 2006, lighting struck the roof of the Police Station on Park Street, damaging the air conditioning units.  Fortunately, the City’s insurance policy covered this loss, although on a reimbursement basis.  The cost of repairs was $38,672.08.  The insurance company has paid $33,672.08 which represents the total cost minus our $5,000.00 deductible.

Chapter 44 section 53 provides for receiving and expending insurance proceeds less than $20,000 without appropriation.  The City utilizes this provision for insurance claims on such minor matters as accidents to police cruisers and fire trucks.  The Police Station claim, however, is unusual in that it exceeds this limit that can be received and expended without appropriation.  Therefore, an appropriation is required.

Attached is a proposed order which makes the necessary appropriation.  For your information, the original expenditure was made through the use of unexpended CIP  funds.  If the attached appropriation is adopted, a subsequent administrative transfer to replenish those CIP funds will be made.  The latter does not require Council action.

I respectfully request that the Council take appropriation action on this matter.

Very Truly Yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager.

Communications and petitions to the Council:

A copy of a communication was received from Chelsea Planning Board regarding their report on the proposed Zoning Amendment Nursing and Convalescent Homes in the Naval Hospital Residential (NHR) District.  A motion from Councillor Morgese to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

Councillor Morgese moved to remove from unfinished business the proposed Chelsea Zoning Ordinance Change for the Naval Hospital Residential District under suspension. Councillor Morgese then offered the Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and requested a roll call for adoption.  The roll call passed 10-0-0-1.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  Councillor Troisi recused himself from the vote.  The original proposal is listed below followed by the amended version. 
WHEREAS,
It is the express purpose of municipal zoning to promote the health, safety, 

and general welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Chelsea; and

WHEREAS,
A specific objective of the City of Chelsea's Zoning Ordinance states the 


need to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the City of 


Chelsea.

WHEREAS,
The City Council of Chelsea has recognized the increasing need for 


services and housing for the increasing senior population and that a 


change in the zoning for such type of housing will allow for City to meet 


these needs.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED:


That the following petition for the adoption of modifications to Chelsea Zoning Ordinance be reviewed as follows:

1.
Amend Appendix C - The Table of Principal Use Regulations as follows:

The row labeled “Nursing or convalescent home” shall be amended by changing the “NHR” column from “N” to “Y”.

2.
Amend Section 5.1.8 - Special District Regulations as follows:

Delete the entire subsection 5.1.8.1 - Naval Hospital Districts and adjust the renumbering of the remaining subsections appropriately. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED:  That the above proposed changes to the City of Chelsea Zoning Ordinance are reviewed and that a public hearing is scheduled on October 30, 2006 to discuss the proposed zoning amendments.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED,


That the petition be forwarded to the Chelsea Planning Board for a recommendation.

The amended version that was adopted by roll call.
WHEREAS,
The City Council of Chelsea has recognized the increasing need for 


services and housing for the increasing senior population and that a 


change in the zoning for such type of housing will allow for City to meet 


these needs; and 

WHEREAS,
The City of Chelsea’s Planning Board has held a public hearing and made 


a recommendation as to the proposed zoning; and 

WHEREAS,
the Chelsea City Council, after due notice, public hearing, and deliberation finds: 

1) That the allowance of Nursing Homes by special permit in the Naval Hospital Districts advances legitimate aspects of public interest;

2) The it further promotes the health, safety, and general welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Chelsea; and

3) That it encourages the most appropriate use of land throughout the City of Chelsea; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED:


That the following modifications to Chelsea Zoning Ordinance be amended and adopted as follows:

1.
Amend Appendix C - The Table of Principal Use Regulations as follows:

The row labeled “Nursing or convalescent home” shall be amended by changing the “NHR” column from “N” to “SP”.

2.
Amend Section 5.1.8 - Special District Regulations as follows:

Delete the entire subsection 5.1.8.1 - Naval Hospital Districts and adjust the renumbering of the remaining subsections appropriately. 

A communication was received from Robert H. Bishop City Clerk/Parking Clerk submitting the Traffic and Parking Commission agenda items from October 17, 2006 meeting for City Council approval.  Councillor Avellaneda moved to approve the Agenda Items of the meeting dated October 17, 2006 by roll call.  The roll call passed 11-0-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.
New Business:
The following order was introduced by Councillor Troisi Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts.  A motion from Councillor Troisi moved the order to a second reading under suspension.

Be It Hereby ORDERED by the City of Chelsea City Council, as follows:

That the amount of $33,672.08 be appropriated from Fund #4608-Receipts Reserved for Appropriation-Insurance Proceeds Greater that Twenty Thousand Dollars Fund to Account #55047099-583100-Emergency Repairs to Police Station air conditioning.

The following Orders were introduced and adopted under suspension:

Order introduced by Councillor Nowicki:

ORDERED,  that a Sub-Committee on Conference meeting be held on November 6, 2006 at 6:00 P.M. concerning the Minimum Residential Tax Factor, the Residential Tax Exemption and the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2007.

Order introduced by Councillor Nowicki:

ORDERED,  that a Public Hearing be held on Monday, November 20, 2006 at 7:00 P.M. concerning the Minimum Residential Tax Factor, the Residential Tax Exemption and the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2007.

Order introduced by Councillor Robinson:

ORDERED,  that a Sub-Committee on Public Safety meeting be held to discuss youth development issues.

Order introduced by Councillor Brown:

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to investigate the ongoing illegal dumping at 22-24 Heard Street.

Order introduced by Councillor Brown:

ORDERED,  that the City Manager request the Chief of Police to look into the ongoing robberies and assaults in the Cary Square area.

Order introduced by Councillor Morgese:

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to install a new street light at the corner of Vale Street and Everett Avenue on Pole #66-9B.

Order introduced by Councillor Morgese:

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Public Works to investigate odors coming from a storm drain at the intersection of Beacon and Chestnut Street, and directly in front of 69 Beacon Street, and, be it further

ORDERED,  that the storm drain be cleaned if it is determined that this is necessary.

Order introduced by Councillor Brown:

WHEREAS,  there has been an increase in persons or businesses selling fruits and vegetables out of vehicles in the downtown areas without a business certificate; and

WHEREAS,  this may be a violation of 9-77 of the City of Chelsea Code of Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,  that the City Manager request an investigation by the Inspectional Services Department and the Licensing Commission as to the selling of fruits and vegetables on public ways without being duly licensed.

Councillor Brown requested a moment of silence for the passing of Chelsea resident James Robinson.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G .Casino

Clerk of the Chelsea City Council












