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 Chelsea, Massachusetts, September 25, 2006

A Regular meeting of the Chelsea City Council was held.  On Roll Call the following Councilors were present:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  Councillor Morgese arrived at 7:10 P.M.  President Nowicki presided over the meeting.  The meeting was opened at 7:00 P.M.

Memoriums and celebratory resolutions:

The following Resolution was introduced by Councillor Robinson and all Members of the Chelsea City Council.  A motion from Councillor Robinson to adopt under suspension was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Whereas,
Chelsea ASAP was established in 1976 to provide prevention, intervention, and treatment for youth and families experiencing the effects of substance abuse and addiction and to reduce domestic violence through community coalitions and intervention services for individuals who perpetrate intimate partner violence; and

Whereas,
Chelsea ASAP became part of Bay Cove Human Services in 1992, expanding, access for community members to detoxification, methadone, and residential services; and

Whereas,
Chelsea ASAP’s 30th year anniversary is celebrated in September in coordination with the many events planned by the City of Chelsea in celebration of National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery month; and

Whereas,
Chelsea ASAP wishes to thank the many collaborating groups that make its work possible.  We would like to acknowledge the recovery community, the Chelsea and East Boston District Courts, the Charlestown District Court and the many greater Boston Courts, the Harbor Area Department of Social Services, the Cities of Chelsea and Revere, the Chelsea and Revere Police, Chelsea and Revere Public Schools, the Chelsea City Council, and Chelsea School Committee, MGH, and the Chelsea and Revere Housing Authorities, the clergy ad spiritual communities, MADD, Centro Latino, the Jordan Boys and Girls Club, the Latimer Society, Choice Thru Education, ROCA, HarborCOV, Chelsea Community 


Connections, North Suffolk Mental Health, the Regional Centers for Healthy Communities, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Kayem, Stop & Shop, Burger King and many private foundations, and our Massachusetts Legislators who have supported the mission of Chelsea ASAP; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
that on behalf of the citizens of Chelsea, we, the members of the Chelsea City Council wish to express our appreciation to you the members of Chelsea ASAP for all the hard work that you are doing to help eradicate substance abuse, addiction and domestic violence.

The public speaking portion of the meeting opened at 7:05 P.M.

The following came forward to speak:

Lucy Brown, 19 Gardner Street, spoke against a power plant in Chelsea.

David Prusky, 114 Boatswains Way, 
spoke against a power plant.

Melanie Armstrong, 60 Dudley Street, spoke against a power plant.

Daniel Doucette, 4 Parkway Court, spoke against the plant.

John Kennard, 122 Winnisimmet Street, spoke against a power plant.

Emalio Rosario, Dominigan Republic, spoke against the power plant.

Charlene Cunningham, 60 Dudley Street, spoke against the power plant.

George Hooper, George Street, spoke against the power plant.

Rebecca Kelly, 106 Washington Avenue, spoke against the power plant.

Jeff Mosher, 221 Shurtleff Street, spoke against the power plant.

Ellen Florence, 62 Summer Street, spoke against the power plant.

Donna Bongiovanni, 42 Gillooly Road, spoke against a power plant.

T.J. Hellmann, 60 Marlboro Street, spoke against the power plant. 

Mathew Frank, 41 Gillooly Road, spoke against the power plant. 

Chad, 15 Medford Street, spoke against the power plant.

Lucia Colon, 100 Marlboro Street, spoke on the Resolution power plant. 
Arthur Richards, 21 Jefferson Avenue, spoke against the power Plant.

Anthony Bongiovanni, 46 Gillooly Road, spoke against the power plant.

Sonia Garcia, Chelsea High School class President 2007, spoke against power plant.

Linda Guchonowski, 221 Shurtleff Street, spoke against the power plant.

Carol Bradley, Beacon Street, spoke against the power plant.

David Koplow, Fifth Street, spoke wind mill power plants as an alternative source.
Antonio Hernandez, 3 County Road, spoke against the power plant.

Jane Wilson, 4 Fitz Terrace, spoke against the power plant.

Martha Dwyer, 116 Franklin Avenue, spoke against the power plant.

Dorothy Kushmerek, 91 Franklin Avenue, spoke against the power plant.

The public speaking portion closed at 8:14 P.M.

The minutes of the City Council meeting dated September 11, 2006 were approved under suspension at the request of Councillor Brown.

Communications from City Manager.
The following communication was read from City Manager Jay Ash.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to accept and file was adopted under suspension.
Honorable Chelsea City Council
Chelsea City Hall

500 Broadway

Chelsea, MA 02150

Dear Honorable Chelsea City Council:
As you know, when the fiscal year 2007 budget was proposed we estimated the amount of Chapter 70 state aid we would receive.  As we have for many years, we used the Governor’s state budget submitted in January and commonly referred to as “House 1 “. As the state budget goes through the legislative process it changes.  This year we had estimated that Chapter 70 School aid would be $43,740,662.  The final amount we now know is $44,127,092.  This difference of $386,430 is available for the School Department.
The Boston University/Chelsea Partnership Management Team has voted to increase the school department budget by this $386,430 and has forwarded their vote to me.  I am therefore proposing that the fiscal year 2007 School Department budget be increased by $386,430 from $55,524,212 to $55,910,642.  To support this increase the estimate of receipt for Chapter 70 Aid will be increased by $386,430 from $43,740,662 to $44,127,092.

I have drafted a proposed order which makes this appropriation.  I respectfully request that the Council take appropriate action on this matter. 

Very Truly Yours,
Jay Ash, City Manager

The following communication was received from City Manager Jay Ash.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to accept and file was adopted under suspension. 

Honorable Chelsea City Council
Chelsea City Hall

500 Broadway 

Chelsea, MA 02150

Dear Honorable Chelsea City Council:
We have been notified by our Assessors Office Manager Minna Karas-Marino that she will be retiring in March of 2007.  Minna has been a City of Chelsea employee for many years.  You may recall that she, along with others, was honored recently for her 30 years of service.

Ms. Karas-Marino has a wealth of knowledge.  Replacing her will be difficult.  The office is staffed by only Mina and a part time clerk.  There has been no ability to train another person as there would be for other offices with a greater number of staff.  To ease this transition we are planning to hire Mina’s replacement three month prior to Minna’s retirement to allow for training.  The expense of this additional staff member for three months will exceed the current appropriation by an estimated $10,248.00 therefore I am proposing a transfer from Salary Reserve.

I have drafted a proposed order which makes this transfer.  I respectfully request that the Council take appropriate action on this matter. 

Very Truly Yours,
Jay Ash, City Manager

Communications and petitions to the Council.
A communication was received from Cheryl Anne Watson, City Solicitor regarding Administrative Order - Adoption of the National Incident Management Systems (NIMS). A motion from Councillor Brown to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

A copy of a communication was received from Department of Telecommunications and Energy regarding Notice of Filing and Public Hearing on the Petition of KeySpan Energy Delivery New England for Approval of its Market Transformation/Energy Efficiency Programs.  A motion from Councillor Bongiovanni to accept and file was adopted under suspension.

Unfinished Business and Second Readings.
The following Resolution was introduced by Councilors Bongiovanni, Avellaneda, MeKonnen, Hatleberg, Barton and Vega-Torres.  It was read for the second time. Councillor Bongiovanni moved to adopt by roll call.  Councillor Robinson moved to refer it to the Sub-Committee on Conference under suspension.  Councillor Bongiovanni moved roll call on the amendment.  The amendment failed to carry 5-6-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Troisi, Nowicki, Morgese and Robinson.  Voting no were: Councilors Barton, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Bongiovanni, Hatleberg and Avellaneda. Councillor Bongiovanni requested roll call on the resolution.  The roll call passed 7-4-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Bongiovanni, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  Voting no were:  Councilors Troisi, Nowicki, Morgese and Robinson.
RESOLUTION
Whereas, 
The Chelsea City Council is knowledgeable about a proposal to site a peak power plant along the Chelsea Creek on Eastern Avenue; and 

Whereas,
The power plant would be located adjacent to the Mary C. Burke Elementary School Complex which serves approximately 2000 students; and 

Whereas,
The proponents of the power plant, Energy Management Inc. (EMI), have expressed their intentions of requesting tax relief from the City of Chelsea; and

Whereas,
The peak power plant would cost between $100 million and $200 million dollars to construct; and 

Whereas,
EMI has stated that it would produce less than 5 full-time jobs once the power plant is constructed and in operation; and 

Whereas, 
EMI would be looking for relief of approximately $500,000 to $750,000 in annual taxes; and 

Whereas,
Community opposition to the power plant has been widespread and vocal; and 

Whereas, 
The siting of a power plant in Chelsea is not a good use of our waterfront space, does not fit within our vision for the economic revitalization of Chelsea and is not a complementary use of land adjacent to the City’s only Elementary School; and 

Whereas,
The Chelsea City Council would need to vote, by a majority, to recommend the approval of a tax agreement for EMI; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved,
That the Chelsea City Council disapproves of the siting of a power plant in Chelsea and therefore will not approve tax agreements with its proponents.  

The following communication from City Manager Jay Ash was objected to the first reading by Councillor Bongiovanni.  The second reading Councillor Troisi moved to accept and file under suspension.
The Honorable City Council

City Hall

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150

Dear Honorable City Council:

Given the continued dialogue surrounding a yet to be defined proposal for the development of a peak power plant on the former Northeast Petroleum site, and so that we are all working off of the same page of information, I wanted to provide you with some insight as to my review and discussions over the last several weeks.  For the record, I continue to support the project and will do so until such time as the facts suggest that the project is not a good one for us to under take.
Emissions

The proponents have provided me with early data that indicates that the emissions from the plant under the worse conditions, would have an “insignificant” environmental impact on air quality.  This appears to be possible because of the clean burning fuel and the emissions devices that clean the air prior to the emissions entering the atmosphere.  I’ve asked for a laymen’s equivalent and have been told that the environmental impact would be roughly equal to a round trip truck passage by the school site, at 20 miles per hour. Again I would consider that to be insignificant.

Facility Size

The initial discussion I had with the proponents suggested three turbines, with three stacks.  That was early on reduced to two turbines, with two stacks.   While I believe two will be the proposal, there is a possibility that the proposal could be further reduced to one turbine and one stack.  For your information, the emissions comparison listed above is for two turbine proposal.  Obviously, one turbine would reduce the insignificant impact even greater.
Operation

It is also appearing likely that the facility would be permitted to run something less than 2,000 hours per year.  By the way, the average operating hours for the dozen peaking facilities I reviewed was less than 200 hours for the 12 month period measured.  The greatest amount of time any facility ran was just over 600 hours.  Also, relating to emissions, it is possible that a local facility would result in older, more polluting facilities proximate to Chelsea running less often, thereby having a benefit on air quality to the community, especially Admirals Hill.

Air Quality

The City is currently planning an air quality initiative, to be funded by the proponent, that will also lead to a net positive benefit to the community in terms of air quality.
Independent Review of September Submission
The City is also currently planning on having an independent review of the filing and supporting data that will be submitted by the proponent.  That submission is still expected to be filed this month.  From that point, we will have actual facts to confirm the above and other aspects of the potential project.

Revenues

Again so that we all are on the same page, it looks as if the proposed project will deliver $500,000 annually to our revenue stream.

I will continue to share the pertinent facts and observations with you as we await the formal proposal.

Very truly yours,

Jay Ash, City Manager

The Special Sub-Committee Report on the City Managers Evaluation was introduced for the second time.  Councillor Bongiovanni moved to accept the Report on a roll call vote. The roll call passed 11-0-0-0.  Voting yes were:  Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.  The full Report is on file for the record in the folder dated September 25, 2006.
The following Order was introduced by Councillor Troisi, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts and read for the second time.  Councillor Troisi moved to adopt the order by roll call.  The roll call passed 11-0-0-0.  Voting yes were: Councilors Brown, Barton, Troisi, MeKonnen, Vega-Torres, Nowicki, Morgese, Bongiovanni, Robinson, Hatleberg and Avellaneda.

Whereas,
the Tri-State Signal project will create at least 4 new, permanent full-time 
                        jobs over the next five years with Tri-State Signal agreeing to participate 
                        in a hiring process which provides access to these jobs and others which 
                        may become available in subsequent years to local residents; and

Whereas,
the Tri-State project will result in approximately $2,161,000 of 
                        investment, including new construction and equipment acquisition 
                        at the property known and numbered as 111 Crescent Avenue; and

Whereas,
Tri-State is seeking a Tax Increment Financing exemption from the City, 
                        in accordance with the Massachusetts Economic Development Incentive 
                        Program and Chapter 23A of the Massachusetts General Laws; and

Whereas,
the Tri-State project, as located at 111 Crescent Avenue, is fully located 
                        within the boundaries of the Chelsea Economic Target Area (ETA) and 
                        the Crescent Avenue Development District Economic Opportunity Area 
                        (EOA), as approved and amended by the City of Chelsea on November 
                        4, 2002 and the Massachusetts Economic Assistance Coordinating Council 
                        on November 21, 2002; and

Whereas,
the City strongly supports increased economic development as a means to 
                        expand the commercial and industrial tax base of the City, provide 
                        additional employment opportunities for its residents, eliminating 
                        blighting conditions and expedite the general revitalization of the city; and

Whereas,
the Tri-State Signal project furthers the economic development goals and 
                        the criteria established for the ETA and the EOA; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approves the Certified Project Application of Tri-State Signal and forwards said application for certification to the Massachusetts Economic Assistance Coordinating Council for its approval and endorsement; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the City Council authorizes the City Manager to enter into a Tax Increment Financing Agreement between the City and Tri-State Signal, with said agreement providing Tri-State Signal an exemption on property taxes based on the growth portion of the assed valuation of the property to be occupied by Tri-State Signal at 111 Crescent Avenue at a rate of 5% for Year 1, 5% for Year 2, 5% for Year 3, 5% for Year 4, and 5% for Year 5, beginning in FY2008 according to the requirements and regulations established that govern the implementation of such Tax Increment Financing Agreements.

New Business:

The following Resolve was introduced by Councillor Brown.  A motion from Councillor Brown to adopt under suspension was adopted.
Whereas,   Bishop Robert G. Brown of the Zion Church Ministries is recognized for   

                  his 25 years of pastoral service and continued efforts to advance social, 

                  spiritual, and cultural interest of the Christian faith in our community and 

                  its surrounding communities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,  that the Chelsea City Council extend to you our congratulations and sincere 
    
      best wishes for continued success with the citizens of Chelsea, Everett and           
      surrounding communities.

The following order was introduced by Councillor Troisi, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts.  A motion from Councillor Troisi to move the order to a second reading under suspension was adopted.
Be It Hereby ORDERED by the City of Chelsea City Council as follows:

That the amount of $10,248.00 be transferred from the Salary Reserve Account #0199959-598000 to Account #0114151-510200 Assessors Department Regular Salary.

The following order was introduced by Councillor Troisi, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Finance and Accounts. A motion from Councillor Troisi to move the order to a second reading under suspension was adopted.
Be It Hereby ORDERED by the City of Chelsea City Council as follows:

That the fiscal year 2007 School Department appropriations be increased by $386,430 from $55,524,212 to $55,910,642.

The following order was introduced by Councilors Nowicki and Robinson.  A motion from Councillor Nowicki to refer the order to the Sub-Committee on Public Safety was adopted under suspension.

ORDERED,  that a Sub-Committee on Public Safety meeting be held with the City Manager and Chief of Police to review the summer activities and public safety program.

The following order was introduced by Councillor Nowicki.  A motion from Councillor Nowicki to refer the order to the Sub-Committee on Conference under suspension was adopted.
ORDERED,  that a Sub-Committee on Conference meeting be held to discuss the City Manager’s position.

The following order was introduced by Councillor MeKonnen.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to adopt the order under suspension was adopted.
ORDERED,
that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to continue daily fines for the violation of Section 6-131 of the City Ordinance for abandoned vehicles located at 155 Franklin Avenue property.

The following order was introduced by Councillor MeKonnen.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to adopt the order under suspension was approved.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Service to contact the property owner of 292 Spruce Street to remove the graffiti from the building.

The following order was introduced by Councillor MeKonnen.  A motion from Councillor MeKonnen to adopt the order under suspension was approved.

ORDERED,  that the City Manager instruct the Director of Inspectional Services to contact the property owner of 225 Orange Street for violation of 21-D a dilapidated garage infested with raccoons and vermin’s complaints from neighbors.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul G. Casino

Clerk of the Chelsea City Council    

